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ISRAEL — DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH — VISIT 
Statement by Member for Mount Lawley 

MR S.A. MILLMAN (Mount Lawley) [12.55 pm]: It was a great privilege to participate as one of the 
delegates who visited Israel on an exchange organised by the Australia–Israel Chamber of Commerce and led by 
Deputy Premier Roger Cook. The purpose of the delegation was to learn how the Israeli government is supporting 
innovation in health and medical research. Delegates included Professor Peter Klinken, Chief Scientist of 
Western Australia; Dr David Russell-Weisz, director general of the Department of Health; and Dr Robyn Lawrence, 
chief executive of the North Metropolitan Health Service. We were joined by an outstanding array of 
Western Australians from across business, industry and academia. It was a wonderful opportunity to spend the 
week in their company, learning about Israel’s “start-up nation” attitude and its national digital health program, 
and to see some incredible infrastructure such as the Sammy Ofer Fortified Emergency Underground Hospital at 
the Rambam Healthcare Campus in Haifa. Beyond the health and medical innovation focus of the trip, we were 
also able to experience unique aspects of Jewish and Israeli culture and heritage, from a recital by the Israel 
Philharmonic Orchestra’s Andras Schiff to a traditional Shabbat dinner overlooking the Western Wall and a visit to 
the Dead Sea. I would like to express my great appreciation to Mr John Cluer, CEO of the Australia–Israel Chamber 
of Commerce Western Australia; and his colleague, my friend Mark Majzner, the delegation director. 

In closing, I take this opportunity to reflect on the terrible trauma that has been visited upon Jewish children over 
centuries of racism, bigotry and violence. An intensely moving part of this trip was our visit to Yad Vashem, the 
World Holocaust Remembrance Center. Yesterday marked the ninetieth anniversary of the birth of Anne Frank, 
and I give her the last word — 

Human greatness does not lie in wealth or power, but in character and goodness. 
 


	ISRAEL — DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH — VISIT
	Statement by Member for Mount Lawley


